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Making your GCSE choices is a key moment in
the life of any pupil. It is likely that most of the
big decisions about your education to this
point (such as which school you will attend)
will have been made by your parents,
although hopefully your opinions will have
been sought! This really is a moment for you
to make some very important decisions for
yourself, with the support and advice of your
teachers and your parents. 

You are about to embark on some very
challenging courses and you therefore need to
be sure you have chosen courses that will
excite and motivate you for 2 years of
intensive study. You also need to be making your choices with half an eye to your
future. Very few pupils in year 9 have a clear idea as to their likely future career
path, so we would recommend that you keep a breadth of choices at this stage so
that you do not close any doors that you might wish to open again when you get
to the 6th form.

So, as you read this booklet and then talk to your teachers and your parents, focus
on what you enjoy doing and what you are good at and you can’t go far wrong.
The GCSE years are challenging and you will need to put into practice all of the
good study habits you have been learning thus far to ensure that you are
successful as you can be in the final exams. Good luck with your choices and with
the work that then follows …

Mr Pete Last

Headmaster

GCSE OPTIONS
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Introduction
All Year 9 pupils at Kingsley School follow a broad and balanced curriculum
designed to keep their options open and develop the essential skills they need to
learn and progress. As pupils move into Year 10, the core (compulsory) curriculum
is slimmed down and pupils are offered a choice in the subjects they study.

The core curriculum
All pupils in Years 10 and 11 follow a core curriculum:
•  English: leading to GCSE in English and English Literature. English as an
Additional Language (EAL) will also be timetabled.
•  Mathematics: leading to GCSE.
•  Physics, Chemistry and Biology: leading to two or three Science GCSEs.
•  ICT: leading to the European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL), a level 2
vocational qualification
•  Religious Studies
•  Games

Subject choices
Beyond the common (core) element of the curriculum, a range of option subjects
is available (the provisional options are shown below).
• Art & Design                                          • Drama                       • Engineering
• Food Preparation and Nutrition        • French                       • Geography
• History                                                    • Music                        • Physical Education
• Spanish                                                  • ASDAN                      
Where possible we strongly recommend that pupils choose a modern foreign
language as one of their options.
EAL (English as an additional language) lessons are available for students from
overseas to support their learning.

The GCSE options scheme
The teaching of GCSE subjects has to fit into the school’s timetable. The subject
combinations we offer are based upon our own research and experience of the
combinations Kingsley School pupils traditionally choose. Although flexibility is a
priority, it is important to note that not all combinations of subjects are possible.
The school reserves the right to close courses if numbers are too low.
The GCSE blocking scheme for 2017 will be finalised early in the summer term.
While we will make every effort to accommodate pupils’ choices, timetabling
restrictions may require some pupils to make alternative choices.
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Once blocking arrangements have been finalised, revised subject combinations
must conform to this structure and any changes will be dependent upon the
availability of space in the requested teaching sets.

Advice on choosing subjects
In general we seek to allow pupils to study the subjects they wish, provided we
feel the combination is in their best interests. 
When considering their choices, pupils should try to balance the following factors:
•  Interest and enjoyment.
•  Their ability in a subject and likely future progress.
•  Sensible combinations.
We strongly recommend that pupils (and parents) discuss proposed choices with
subject teachers and tutors. 
Above all, the recommendation is that pupils study the subjects they enjoy most
and at which they perform best. It is likely these are the subjects which would earn
them the best grades at GCSE, and that they will be among the subjects from
which the pupils will eventually select their post-16 courses.
Motivation, above all, is essential; for this reason it is very important that pupils are
happy with the choices they make.
We will expect pupils to work hard in all of their subjects, compulsory or chosen,
and follow all courses through to the end of Year 11. 

Timetable for choosing
After February half term, we will require information about the subjects pupils wish
to study in Year 10. A GCSE options pro forma will be given to parents at the
Information Evening, together with a copy of the school’s GCSE booklet.

GCSE grading 2019
The new GCSE curriculum
introduced in all subjects from
2016 uses a 9-1 scale of
grading instead of A* - G. 
The equivalence of grades is
shown in the diagram
opposite..

Current GCSE Grades New GCSE Grades
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LEARNING DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
Provision for children with special educational needs is a matter for the school as a
whole. All teachers are teachers of children with special educational needs, therefore a
whole school responsibility. 
Kingsley School prides itself in treating each child as an individual and supporting
them to achieve their full potential. More importantly, we believe that children
have the “right” to enjoy their schooldays through a broad and balanced
curriculum tailored to their individual needs. By offering a “Bespoke Learning
Programme” we will aim to give them a lifelong love of learning to ensure that they
are well equipped to become successful citizens of the 21st Century. 
The Learning Development Centre offers “Bespoke Learning Programmes tailored
to suit your child’s individual needs.

We will: 
•  Assess your child, highlighting their strengths and identifying any gaps in
learning that may hinder progress.
•  Develop Individual Learning Programmes to suit your child’s needs.
•  Identify, embrace and develop your child’s special talents and skills 
•  Support, develop and extend learning for all pupils in the school
•  Ensure sound development of your child; physically, emotionally and
intellectually

We will offer this through:
•  A Bespoke Learning Programme for each child
•  Individual and small group sessions to support Specific Learning Needs
•  Targeted intervention programmes tailored to support your child in their
learning
•  Study support groups to teach pupils how to learn
•  Mentoring and Buddy systems 
•  THRIVE and Emotional Literacy programmes to raise self-confidence and self
esteem
•  In class support, as necessary

Our doors are always open!  Come and talk to us!
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Kingsley School Art Department is situated on the top floor of the main school
building. It comprises two large and spacious studios and a further multi purpose,
vented room for photographic development and paint spraying. 

The department is well resourced with networked computers, laser printers, high
quality equipment and materials and an interactive SMART board. 

The Kingsley School Curriculum for Art & Design covers a broad range of subjects,
materials, processes and techniques. Schemes of work support structured and in
depth learning and exploration across the entire age range, however individuality
and creative expression is valued highly and encouraged. In GCSE Art students
explore a collection of ideas and complete a range of projects throughout Year 10,
with a view to focusing their studies into one coherent coursework project, that
reflects their skills and interests, to be completed in the first term of Year 11.

Drawing and painting are taught using a range of materials and processes. We
paint with oil, acrylic, and watercolours and we also explore mixed media, collage
and image manipulation. We have the facility to produce printmaking, three
dimensional and large scale work and installation. 

Students are actively encouraged to visit local and national events and exhibitions
and we regularly visit galleries and places of interest both locally, nationally and
internationally. 

The GCSE course requires students to build a portfolio of coursework using
sketchbooks, presentation sheets and a range of investigations and explorations
that ultimately lead to a well thought-out and well made final piece. The
coursework forms 60% of the overall grade at GCSE. The examination takes place at
the end of the course, with the paper released in January and the examination
itself usually taking place around Easter in Year 11. The 10 hour examination is
completed over two days following a long period of preparation, where students
plan, organise and document their ideas in response to a prescribed starting point.
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This is focus of the examination that enables the production of a relevant and
considered final piece. 

The examination is 10 hours long and forms 40% of the overall mark for the course. 

Summary
•  Large and spacious studios 
•  Experienced specialist tutors 
•  Fine Art, Photography and Sculpture 
•  One-to-one tutorials and workshops 
•  Large scale work 
•  Individuality and creativity encouraged 
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ASDAN
ASDAN is a pioneering curriculum development organisation and awarding body,
offering programmes and qualifications that explicitly grow skills for learning, skills
for employment and skills for life.

The course
ASDAN provides a project-based and practical approach to its programmes. Here
at Kingsley, we are offering ASDAN’s Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) as
a new course starting in Year 10 for September 2017. CoPE is a nationally
recognised qualification, which offers imaginative ways of accrediting young
people's learning. CoPE promotes a wide range of personal qualities, abilities and
achievements, as well as introducing pupils to new activities and challenges.

Structure of the course
Pupils will follow the CoPE Student Book, which comprises 12 modules, each of
which is divided into three sections. Each section should take 10 hours to
complete, which is worth one credit. Students will need 12 credits to gain the
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness. 

The module titles are:

•  Communication
•  Citizenship and Community
•  Sport and Leisure
•  Independent Living
•  The Environment
•  Vocational Preparation
•  Health and Fitness
•  Work Related Learning and Enterprise
•  Science and Technology
•  International Links
•  Expressive Arts
•  Beliefs and Values

Pupils will demonstrate their progress by building a Portfolio of Evidence as they
complete various challenges, students must show competence in the following
skills: 

•  Introduction to Working with Others 
•  Introduction to Improving own Learning and Performance
•  Introduction to Problem Solving
•  Planning and Carrying out a Piece of Research
•  Communication through Discussion
•  Planning and Giving a Presentation
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The new GCSE Drama Specification will engage students through encouraging
creativity, focusing on practical work which reflects twenty-first century theatre
practice and developing skills that will support progression to further study of
drama and a wide range of other subjects. The course has a clear and coherent
structure with three components, one that focuses on devising, one that focuses
on performing in or designing for a performance from a text and one that focuses
on practical understanding of a performance text.

This new qualification focuses on the practical exploration of performance texts.
The performance text that will be studied for the examination will require students
to articulate how they would perform in certain roles, and direct and design for
certain extracts, putting practical work at the heart of the qualification. The
performance texts have been selected to engage and inspire the students and
teachers.

The new qualification will continue to allow the freedom to choose performance
texts that will best suit students, their ability to access the work, their interests and
their performance skills. Assessment of student’s performance and design skills will
be done through visiting examiners ensuring students skills are assessed in a live
context.The new GCSE Drama qualification will develop transferable skills for
progression to AS and A Level – students will develop a multitude of skills,
including collaboration, communication and an understanding of how to amend
and refine work in order to make a smooth transition to the next level of study. 
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Qualification at a glance

Content and assessment overview

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Drama consists of two
coursework components and one externally examined paper.

Component 1: Devising

Coursework

40% of the qualification – 60 marks

Content overview

• Create and develop a devised piece from stimulus (free choice for centre).

• Performance of this devised piece or design realisation for this performance.

• Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance.

• Performer or designer routes available.

• Internally assessed and externally moderated.

• There are two parts to the assessment:

1) A portfolio covering the creating and developing process and analysis and
evaluation of this process (45 marks). 

The portfolio submission recommendations are:

- Can be handwritten/typed evidence between 1500–2000 words or

- Can be recorded/verbal evidence between 8–10 minutes or

- Can be a combination of handwritten/typed evidence (between 750–1000
words) and recorded/verbal evidence (between 4–5 minutes)

2) A devised performance/design realisation (15 marks)

Component 2: Performance from Text

Coursework

20% of the qualification – 48 marks

Content overview

Students will either perform in and/or design for two key extracts from a
performance text.

Centre choice of performance text. Performer or designer routes available.
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Assessment overview

• Externally assessed by visiting examiner.
• Centres are free to cover the performance/designing of the two key extracts in
any way. This freedom caters for centres with different cohort sizes and allows
them to choose group, solo and/or partner-based routes for assessment. 
• The performance/design realisation of each key extract is worth 24 marks.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of the qualification – 60 marks

Content overview

• Practical exploration and study of one complete performance text
• Choice of eight performance texts
• Live theatre evaluation – free choice of production

Assessment overview
Section A: Bringing Texts to Life

• 45 marks
• This section consists of one question broken into five parts (short and extended
responses) based on an unseen extract from the chosen performance text

Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation

• 15 marks.
• This section consists of two questions requiring students to analyse and evaluate
a live theatre performance they have seen.
• Students are allowed to bring in theatre evaluation notes of up to a maximum of
500 words.
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ENGINEERING

At Kingsley, the BTEC Firsts in Engineering provides an engaging, robust and
broad-based introduction to Engineering.  Learners can gain knowledge, skills and
understanding through both taught and practical participation in Engineering
activities. This allows them to become familiar with the language, skills and
processes required to work in the Engineering industry.

The BTEC philosophy of ‘learning through doing’ remains at the heart of this course
and learners are given a unique opportunity to gain a broad understanding and
knowledge of skills in Engineering.

The course will be a level 2 vocational course, leading to a qualification equivalent
to a GCSE.

The Engineering course is made up of three units over the two years, consisting of
two core units and a specialist unit.

Core Units

Unit 1 - The Engineered World

In this unit you will discover the world of Engineering and its uses. 
The unit is assessed via an online examination.

Unit 2 - Investigating an Engineered Product

In this unit you will discover how to design and manufacture different engineered
products and investigate the issues affecting them.

The unit will be project-based. Work will be internally assessed by the teacher and
moderated by the exam board.

Specialist Unit

Unit 8 - Electronic Circuit Design and Construction

In this unit you will learn to design and make efficient and safe electronic circuits
for various purposes. The unit will be project-based.  Work will be internally
assessed by the teacher and moderated by the exam board.
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The English Department at Kingsley School is progressive, ambitious and
committed to guiding every student to becoming more articulate, more
independent and more critically aware. We have high expectations of ourselves
and our students and insist that working hard, and working intelligently, must
always be the basis of our success.

Curriculum in Years 10 and 11: GCSE English Language and English Literature

The department will teach the AQA GCSE courses in English Language and English
Literature.  All students are prepared for two GCSEs.

English Language: 8700

This is assessed by means of two, equally weighted, written exams, which are taken
at the end of Year 11.  These will test students’ ability to respond critically, and
creatively, to fiction and non-fiction texts from different periods.  They will also be
asked to write in a range of styles and for differing audiences and purposes.
Throughout the two year course students will develop their skills in writing and
reading through a variety of activities.  They will work to improve on skills acquired
at Key Stage 3, improving their ability to write in different ways and for different
audiences.  Students will also develop their skills in speaking and listening and will
receive a separate grade for ‘Spoken English’ at the end of Year 11.  This will be
assessed throughout the course; students will be tested on their ability to present
ideas, respond to questions and give feedback using standard English.

English Literature: 8702

This is assessed by means of two written exams which will be taken at the end of
Year 11.  Students will study, and be tested on, texts from the three genres; poetry,
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prose and drama.  They will study a Shakespeare play, a 19th century novel, a post
1900 prose, or drama, text and a selection of poetry.  They will also acquire the
skills needed to analyse ‘unseen’ poetry texts.  Texts which may be taught are:
‘Macbeth’, ‘Romeo and Juliet’, ‘The Sign of Four’, ‘An Inspector Calls’, and ‘Animal
Farm’. We hope that, through their study, students will improve their essay writing
and analytical skills and develop their ability to empathise with others whilst
appreciating the complexities of the world in which they live.
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European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) is a course offered to students in years
10 and 11. It is a highly regarded qualification concerned with using computers
rather than making them work. There are 4 modules in Word Processing,
Spreadsheets, Presentations and Improving Productivity.

The course is completed online, and assessment is all in class rather than by formal
exam. ECDL equips students with the skills to use a computer confidently and
effectively, building on existing knowledge and motivating further learning.

EUROPEAN COMPUTER 
DRIVING LICENCE
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The Food Department at Kingsley School is a busy and popular department. Our
focus is to promote a love of cooking whilst acquiring the knowledge and skills
through practical work to gain success in BTEC qualifications.

Our vocational course in Hospitality and Catering is offered at an appropriate level
to students’ needs and can be awarded at either level one or level two. It is
modular and has a practical, industry related focus, being assessed either internally
by coursework, or externally by examination depending on the unit being studied.
The coursework element of the award accounts for 75% of the final grade (three
units), with external assessment making up the remaining 25% (one unit).

The following are examples of units within the course:

•  Introducing the Hospitality Industry
•  Working in the Hospitality Industry
•  Food Safety and Health and Safety in Hospitality
•  Enterprise in the Hospitality Industry 
•  Planning, Preparing, Cooking and Finishing Food 

Our aim is to embrace and celebrate success for all in a creative “can do”
environment. Pupils are individually supported and guided at all levels in order to
reach their potential grade.

Hospitality and Catering qualifications can lead to exciting and well paid career
opportunities in diverse roles. Students could aspire to working as a chef, in hotel
management, or in the food marketing, product development or diet related
industries. Food Technologists are much sought after and it is estimated that there
are three jobs for every graduate leaving university.

Studying in the Food Department will also help you develop many more
important and valuable skills.

These include:

•  Life skills •  Organisational skills •  Teamwork

Come and join us and enjoy learning!

FOOD PREPARATION 
AND NUTRITION
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The Geography Department at Kingsley School follows Edexcel Geography A.  This
specification takes a thematic approach, with content organised by physical and
human environments. It also enables students to explore the people-environment
challenges we face in the UK.

The Physical Environment

This component brings together physical geography and people-environment
processes and interactions. 

The component is divided into three sections: 

•  Topic 1: The changing landscapes of the UK – an overview of the distribution and
characteristics of the UK’s changing landscapes and detailed studies of two from
three landscapes, 1A: Coastal landscapes and processes, 1B: River landscapes and
processes or 1C: Glaciated upland landscapes and processes 

•   Topic 2: Weather hazards and climate change – an overview of the global
circulation of atmosphere and climate change over time and two detailed studies
of tropical cyclones and drought 

•  Topic 3: Ecosystems, biodiversity and management – an overview of the
distribution and characteristics of global and UK ecosystems and two detailed
studies of deciduous woodlands and tropical rainforests.

The Human Environment

This component brings together human geography and people-environment
issues. 

The component is divided into three sections: 

•  Topic 4: Changing cities – this covers an overview of global urban processes and
trends and detailed case studies of a major UK city and a major city in a developing
or emerging country 

•  Topic 5: Global development – this covers an overview of the causes and
consequences of uneven global development and detailed case studies of
challenges that affect a developing or emerging country 

•  Topic 6: Resource management – this covers an overview of the global and UK
distribution of food, energy and water and one detailed study of either energy
resource management or water resource management at different scales.

GCSE GEOGRAPHY
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Geographical Technology
GIS specialist, Census Data Specialist 

Location Analyst, Cartographer 
Surveyor, Military GIS Specialist 

Remote Sensing Analyst, CAD Technician 
Aerial Surveyor

Travel, Leisure and Culture
Expedition Leader, Travel Agent 

Leisure Centre Management 
Heritage Site Manager, Eco Tour Guide 

Tourist Information Officer 
Travel Writer, TV Researcher 

The Business World
Financial Risk Assessor, Banker 

Accountant, Insurance 
Transport / Logistics, Retail Management

Management Consultant, Lawyer

The Physical World
Coastal Engineer, Soil Conservationist 

Hydrologist or Water Supply Coordinator
Earth Scientist, Weather Forecaster 

Hazard Prediction and Management 
Flood Protection Manager 

Pollution Analyst, Risk Assessor 

Settlements
Housing Manager 

Urban Regeneration Officer 
Local Government Services 

Estate Agent
Transport Officer 

Environmental Consultant
Conservation Officer 

Development and Global Issues
Aid Worker or Charity Fundraiser 

Armed Forces or Diplomat
Human Rights Officer 

International Charity Fundraising 
Refugee and Asylum Adviser 

VSO (Voluntary Service Overseas) 
GAP Project Worker

Society
Teacher, Social Worker 

Youth and Community Worker 
Emergency Services Manager 

Museum Explainer 
Exhibition Designer and Curator 
Health Education Campaigner 

Advertising Executive
Human Resources Officer 

Campaign Organiser, Market Research Analyst 
Public Policy Research, Marketing 

PR (Public Relations) Officer

Environment and Sustainability
Environmental Campaign Organiser

Conservation Worker 
Environmental Health Officer

Architect or Urban Planner
for Sustainable Projects
Landscape Architecture

Pollution Analyst, Cycle Route Planner 
Recycling Officer, Environmental Consultant 

Environmental Impact Officer

What can you do with  Geography?
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Outline of syllabus – Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 

School History Project

Paper 1:   British Thematic Study
                 • Medicine in Britain from 1250

Paper 2:   British Depth Study and Period Study
                 • Anglo-Saxon and Norman England
                 • Superpower Relations 1941-1991

Paper 3:   Modern Depth Study
                 • Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939

What can the study of history at GCSE offer me?

Three things at least:

1.  Career relevance

2.  Personal development as a thinking individual

3.  Enjoyment through stimulating content and teaching methods

GCSE HISTORY

Part Mode of
Assessment Weighting Length

Paper 1 External 30% 1 hour 15 mins

Paper 2 External 40% 1 hour 15 mins

Paper 3 External 30% 1 hour 15 mins
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All Year 10 pupils study Mathematics at GCSE level. 

We follow the Edexcel course: (9-1) Mathematics 1Ma1.

This is the new Maths GCSE and the first sitting of these examinations will be in
June 2017.

The grades will be numbers instead of letters: 9=highest, and 1=lowest.

There are two tiers of entry:

Higher Tier

There are 3 papers of 1 hour and 30 minutes each. A calculator is not allowed in
Paper 1. Each paper is equally weighted (80 marks each).

The grades available are: 9 to 4.

Foundation Tier

There are 3 papers of 1 hour and 30 minutes each. A calculator is not allowed in
Paper 1. Each paper is equally weighted (80 marks each).

The grades available are: 5 to 1.

There is no coursework requirement on either tier.

Those students who wish to pursue the subject at A Level are required to study the
Higher Tier at GCSE and attain a strong grade.
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Languages are vital in our international world, where good communication skills
are a valuable asset. Many employers will give preference to those who show
competence in a foreign language and Universities are increasingly favouring
those with MFL qualifications. Languages can be combined with virtually any
other subject at Higher Education level, providing and extending opportunities in
Marketing, Business, Engineering, Science, Education, the Travel and Tourism
industry and Law to name but a few, as well as enhancing any travel opportunities,
for example during a gap year.

All students for whom English is their first language and who have studied MFL in
Year 9 may follow a GCSE course in French and/or Spanish.*

* This may not apply for some dyslexic students

Course information

•  Covers the four skill areas (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing)

•  Offers a choice of Foundation and Higher papers available in each skill

•  Tests understanding, responding and translation

•  Focuses on the international cultural element

•  Provides frequent opportunities to use ICT to enhance skills

GCSE MODERN LANGUAGES
FRENCH & SPANISH 
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•  Develops strategies and awareness to enhance grammatical awareness and oral
competence

•  Includes topics related to personal interests, everyday life, work, the international
world and travel

•  Encourages travel abroad during the course however this is not essential

Paper Duration %

Listening F: 35 mins/H: 40 mins 25%

Speaking F: 7-9 mins/H: 10-12 mins 25%

Reading F: 45 mins/H: 60 mins 25%

Writing F: 60 mins/H: 75 mins 25%

Examinations: (all taken in May/June of Year 11)
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- Do you enjoy playing a musical instrument?

- Do you like to sing?

- Do you have an interest in music technology?

- Are you interested in composing your own music?

If you answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions you may enjoy studying GCSE
Music.  GCSE Music is rewarding, challenging and taught in a way that can be very
different from many other subjects.  GCSE Music is 60% coursework and provides
the freedom to develop your ideas and create performances.

The Music department is well resourced with 15 Macs running GarageBand,
Sibelius and Reason; a recording studio; and multiple rehearsal spaces.

GCSE Music is made up of three components: Understanding Music, Performing
Music and Composing Music.

Component 1: Understanding Music – 40%

This unit assesses your listening skills and contextual understanding of music, and
is the only formal exam in GCSE Music, and takes place during June of Year 11.  For
this unit we study the main features of music through four Areas of Study.

1) The Western Classical Tradition 1650 – 1910

2) Popular Music

3) Traditional Music

4) The Western Classical Tradition since 1910

GCSE MUSIC  
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Component 2: Performing Music – 30%

Over the two years of the course you will develop your instrumental, vocal and
music technology skills in preparation for two assessed performances that make
up 30% of your final mark.  You can choose to play an instrument, to sing, or to
produce a recording using music technology for your two performances.  

1) A solo performance or recording.

2) A group performance or recording.

Component 3: Composing Music – 30%

During your GCSE Music lessons you will develop your compositional skills,
producing two final compositions that make up 30% of your overall mark.

1) A composition to a brief.

2) A free composition.

Summary

•  You need to have a genuine interest in and enjoyment of music.

•  You will develop your instrumental skills, your voice and/or your knowledge of
music technology.

•  You need to have an open mind and a willingness to learn about every aspect of
music.

•  You will also develop your ability to work independently.
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This course is taught over Years 10 and 11 and has both a practical and theory
content. The theory is worth 70% and the practical is worth 20% of the final mark.

Theory

This is split into three main areas:

Healthy and active lifestyles - This includes reasons for taking part in sport, health
and skill related fitness, training methods and diet.

Healthy and active body - This is in relation to the major topics of the circulatory,
respiratory, skeletal and muscular systems covered in relation to sport and you.

Sports Psychology - exploring how psychological factors affect performance in
addition to instruction and training of psychological skills for performance
improvement.

Practical

Three sports have to be chosen, for assessment, in consultation with PE staff. There
is a real range of possibility here so that we can meet the individual needs of each
pupil. Two sports have to be chosen from an individual activity and the other from
a team activity, or vice a versa, from a core list of activities.

Analysis Performance

This is a piece of written coursework that pupils have to complete worth 10% of
the practical mark. This is linked to their favourite sport and involves showing an
understanding of the principles and methods of training relating to it.

The department has been very successful in recent years and I am sure we will be
aiming for the heights with your child as well!

GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

All students have to study RS throughout Year’s 10 and 11. 

This is a course where YOU decide what you THINK, where you learn about the real
WORLD, where you learn about Your LIFE;

• What’s right, what’s wrong – what do you think?

• Who is God?

• Can equality ever be found in the world?

• If there is a God why is there suffering in the world?

• Why is abortion allowed?

• Baptism/Marriage/Death what are they? Do they affect me?

This is a subject that wants you to think for yourself. Do you enjoy disagreeing?
Can you argue both sides of an argument? Want to hear what others think? You
will learn about real life issues. You will learn to explain your point of view and to
argue logically. You will learn what you really think.



27

The AQA GCSE in Science includes of all aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
The GCSE examinations are taken at the end of the course in 2019. Pupils will take
one of two routes.  The majority will take all three sciences leading to two GCSE’s
others will do three GCSE’s in the same curriculum time. There is no controlled
assessment but there are a number of required practical tasks that need to be
done in preparation for questions on the examination relating to skills learned by
doing these practical activities. The Biology, Chemistry and Physics units are briefly
outlined on the next three pages.

Science Trilogy

The default position is that all pupils will do all three sciences leading to two GCSE
qualifications; this route has been named ‘Trilogy’ by the examination board. 

It is assessed as follows:

Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response.

•  6 written exams: 1 hour 15 minutes each

•  2 Biology, 2 physics, 2 Chemistry

•  Either Foundation or Higher Tier

•  70 marks per paper

•  Each making up 16.7% of GCSE

•  To result in two science GCSE qualifications

GCSE SCIENCE
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Physics

Paper 1

What’s Assessed

Paper 2

What’s Assessed

Energy

Electricity

Particle model of matter

Atomic structure

Forces

Waves

Magnetism and 
electromagnetism

Chemistry

Paper 1

What’s Assessed

Paper 2

What’s Assessed

Atomic structure 
and the periodic table

Bonding, structure, 
and the properties of matter

Quantitative chemistry 

Chemical changes and
Energy changes

The rate and extent of 
chemical change

Organic chemistry

Chemical analysis

Chemistry of the atmosphere 
and using resources.

Biology

Paper 1

What’s Assessed

Paper 2

What’s Assessed

Cell biology: 

Organisation, infection 
and response 

Bioenergetics

Homeostasis and response: 

Inheritance, variation 
and evolution

Ecology
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Separate sciences

Two papers in each science discipline

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

• Foundation and Higher Tier

• 100 marks

• 50% of GCSE

Questions

• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response.
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Physics

Paper 1

What’s Assessed

Paper 2

What’s Assessed

Energy

Electricity

Particle model of matter

Atomic structure

Forces

Waves

Magnetism and electromagnetism

Space physics

Chemistry

Paper 1

What’s Assessed

Paper 2

What’s Assessed

Atomic structure 
and the periodic table

Bonding, structure, 
and the properties of matter

Quantitative chemistry 

Chemical changes

Energy changes

The rate and extent of 
chemical change

Organic chemistry

Chemical analysis

Chemistry of the atmosphere 

Using resources.

Biology

Paper 1

What’s Assessed

Paper 2

What’s Assessed

Cell biology: 

Organisation, infection 
and response 

Bioenergetics

Homeostasis and response: 

Inheritance, variation 
and evolution

Ecology
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